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Bella inter geminos plus quam civilia fratres. 
LucAN. 


T a time when Peace fpreads her downy 
wings over contending nations, and when 
armies (like the harmlefs Militia) are drawn 
into the field only to be reviewed, all Europe 





muft undoubtedly be alarmed to hear of the 
bloody battle, which has been lately fought in England. It 
is a juftice due to pofterity to preferve a faithful account of 
this memorable event: I fhall therefore fet it down as I 
find it recorded in thofe authentic regifters of heroic actions 
the News-papers, without deviating a tittle from the ex- 
preflive terms in which this extraordinary combat is related, 


“* Harlfton in Norfolk, Fuly 30. Yefterday in the afternoon Slack and 
‘s Pettit met and fought. At the firft Sct-to, Pettit feized Slack by the 
** throat, and held him up againft the rails, and grain’d him fo much as to 
** make him turn extremely black: this continued for half a minute 
* before Slack could break Pettit’s hold; after which for near ten minutes 
Ooce * Petit 
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Pettit kept fighting and driving hard at S/ack, when at length Slack clos'’d 
with his antagonift and gave him a very fevere fall, after that a fecond 
© and third; but between thefe falls Pettit threw Slack twice off the Stage, 
** and indeed Pettit fo much dreaded Slack’s falls, that he ran direétly at his 
‘** hams and tumbled him down, and by that means gave S/ack an opportu- 
nity of making the falls very eafy: when they had been fighting eighteen 
<* minutes, the odds ran againft S/ack a guinea to a fhilling; whereas on 
*¢ firft fetting out, it was three or four to one on his head; but after 
this time Slack fhortened Pettit fo, as to difable him from remaing and 
throwing him down in the manner he had done before, but obliged him 
to ftand to clofe fighting. Svack then clos’d one of his eyes, and beat 
‘* him very much about the face. At twenty minutes Pettit grew weak- 
er, Slack ftronger ; this was occafion’d by Siack’s frait way of fighting. 
At twenty-two minutes the beft judges allow’d Slack to have the advan- 
tage over Pettit very confiderably, as he was then recovering his Wind, 
which was owing to Game: when they had box’d twenty-four mi- 
nutes, Pettit threw Slack again over the rails. This indeed S/ack fuffered 
him to do, as by that means he fixed a blow under Pettit’s ribs, that hurt 
him much. Whilft Slack was again getting upon the ftage (it was not 
half a minute before he was remounted) Pettit had fo much the fear of 
his antagonift before his eyes, that he walked off without fo much as 
civilly taking leave of the fpedtators, or faying any thing to any perfon. 
This the Cockers call roguing of it ;. for it is generally thought that Pettit 
ran away full ftrong. The whole time of their fighting was twenty-five 
<< minutes; and this morning the BATTLE was given to Slack, who drew 
the firft ten guineas out of the box. Thus ended this dreadful combat. 
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Every man, who has the honour of the Briti/h fit 
at heart, muft look with admiration on the Bottom, the 
Wind, the Game, of this invincible champion Stack. How 
muft they applaud his addrefs in fighting frait ; and with 
what deteftation muft they look upon his daftard antagonift, 
who could fo fhamefully rogue it ! Captain Godfrey, the fub- 
lime Hiftorian of thefe hardy heroes, would have exclaimed 
on this occafion ; —~ “* Hail, mighty Stack, thou pride of 
** the Butchers! Let the fhambles echo with thy praife,-and 
‘«‘ let marrow-bones and cleavers proclaim thy glorious 
‘ triumph. What was that half-bred bruifer Mb, who 


‘ js celebrated by the ancients for knocking down an ox, 


“nw 


« to cut out the hide into thongs for his Ce/us? every 


* petty flaughterman of Clare-market can perform greater 
“ feats 
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_* feats: but thou with refiftlefs arm haft not only knocked 
“ down oxen but made the puny race of barbers, coblers, 
‘“* and watermen fall before thee.” 


I cannot but lament the cruelty of that law, which 
has fhut up our Amphitheatres: and I look upon the 
profeffors of the noble art of Boxing as a kind of dif- 
banded army, for whom we have made no provifion. The 
mechanics, who at the call of glory left their mean occu- 
pations, are now obliged to have recourfe to them again ; 
and coachmen and barbers refume the whip and the razor, 
inftead of giving black eyes and crofs-buttocks. I know a 
veteran that has often won the while houfe, who is reduced, 
like Belifarius, to fpread his palm in begging for a half- 
penny. Some have been forced to exercife their art in 
knocking down paffengers in dark alleys and corners; while 
others have learned to open their fifts and ply their fingers 
in picking pockets. Buckhorfe, whofe kauckles had been 
ufed to indent many a bruife, now clenches them only 
to grafp a link ; and Broughton employs the mufcles of his 
brawny arm in fqueezing a lemon or drawing a cork. His 
Amphitheatre itfelf is converted into a Methodift Meeting- 
houfe! and perhaps (as laymen are there admitted into the 
pulpit) thofe very fifts, which fo lately dealt fueh hearty 
bangs upon the flage, are now with equal vehemence 
thumping the cufhion. 


Tue dextrous ufe of the fift isatruly Briti/> exercife: 
and the fturdy Engl/b have been as much renowned for 
their Boxing as their Beef; both which are by no means 
fuited to the watry ftomachs and weak finews of their 
enemies the French, To this nutriment and this art is 
owing that long-eftablifhed maxim, that one Englifhman 


can beat three Frenchmen. A Frenchman, who piddles on 
a 
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a fricafiee of frogs, can no more encounter with an Ex- 
glifhman, who feeds upon beef, than the frog in the fable 
could fwell her little body to the fize of an ox; and from 
hence we may conclude, on the principles of philofophy, 
that the elaftic fpring, which darts from the knuckles of 


‘an Englifbman, falls into the heels of a Frenchman, One 


of my correfpondents has already remonftrated againft the 
degeneracy of the prefent times in our fhameful negle& 
of that fupport of our national ftrength, Old Engli/h Roaft 
Beef. Indeed we can never hope, that any of our modern 
heroes would attempt to fix a blow under the ribs, when 
they are afraid of plunging a knife into a Surloin: and I 
will venture to fay, that when the times come, that Sur- 
loins are no more brought upon the table, we fhall not be 
able to produce one Engli/fhman, who can knock down an ox. 


Our prefent race of fpindle-fhanked beaux had rather 
clofe with an orange wench at the playhoufe, than engage 
in a bye battle at Tottenbam Court. It is therefore no 
wonder, that they fhould object to this manly practice, for 
which they are fo ill fitted. How can we imagine, that 
they could ftand againft the buffets of a bruifer, when they 
might almoft be patted down with the fan of a lady? An 
attempt was once made by Broughton to bring this ftudy into 
vogue, by eftablifhing a School for Boxing, in which he 
himfelf was to be the Lecturer. He invited the young gen- 
tlemen of the army, and all other men of fpirit, to engage 
under his directions; and promifed to arm their feeble 
wrifts with mufflers, fo that nothing might be apprehended 
by the fofteft head or tendereft fkin. A few indeed were 
hardy enough to try a fall with him: but moft of our 
young fellows gave up the gauntlet for fcented gloves ; and 
loathing the mutton fifts of vulgar carmen and porters, they 
rather chofe to hang their hands in a fling, to make them 
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white and delicate as a lady’s. JI cannot but-regret, that 
‘this defign was not. generally encouraged, as it might per- 
haps have abelifhed almoft the only ufe, that is at prefent 
made of the {word ; and men of honour, inftead of tilting 
at each other, might have had fatisfacion in a tight Set-to 
behind Mouxtague Houje. 


THE amufement of Boxing I muft confefs is more 
immediately calculated for the vulgar, who can have no 


ashe 


hazard table, Men of fathion have found out a more 
genteel employment for their hands in fhuffling a pack of 
cards and fhaking the dice: and indeed it will appear upon 
a ftrict review, that moft of our fafhionable diverfions are 
nothing elfe but different branches of gaming. What 
lady would be able to boaft a route at her houfe confitting 
of three .or four hundred perfons, if they were not to be 
drawn together by the charms of playing a rubber? and 
the prohibition of our jubilee mafquerades is hardly to be 
regretted, as they wanted the moft effential part of their 
entertainments, the E.O. table. To this polite {pirit of 
gaming, which has diffufed itfelf through all the fafhion- 
able world, is owing the vaft encouragement that is given 
to.the Turf; and horfe-races are efteemed only as they 
afford occafion for making a bet. The fame fpirit like- 
wife draws the knowing ones together in a Cock-pit ; 
and cocks are refcued from the dunghill, and armed with 
gaffles, to furnifh a new fpecies of gaming. For this 
reafon among others I cannot but regret the lofs of our ele- 
gant amufements in Oxford Road and Tottenbam Court. 
A great part of the fpectators ufed to be deeply inte- 
refted in what was doing on the ftage, and were as 
earneft to make an advantage of the ifiue of the battle, 
Ppp as 
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as the champions themfelves to draw the largeft fum 
from the box: ~The Amphitheatre was at once a {chool 
for boxing and gaming." Many thoufands have depended 
upon a match ; the odds have often rifen at a black eye; 
a large’ bet has been occafioned’ by a crofs-buttock 
and while the houfe has refounded with the lufty bangs 
of the combatants, it has at the fame time echoed with 
the cries of five 10 one, fix to one, ten to one. 





Tue lofs of this branch of gaming is a public cala- 
mity ; and I doubt not but the gentlemen at White's, and 
all others whom it concerns, will ufe their endeavours 
to have it reftored. The many plates given all over the 
kingdom have undoubtedly improved our breed of horfes; 
and if.the diverfion' of Boxing was to meet with equal 
encouragement, we fhould certainly have a more‘ ftout and 
hardy race of bruifers. It might perhaps become a fafhion 
for gentlemen, who were fond of the fport, to keep cham- 
pions. in training, put them in fweats, diet*them, and 
breed up the human fpecies with the fame care as they do 
cocks and horfes. In courfe of time this branch of gaming, 
like all others, would doubtlefs be reduced toa fcience ; 
and Broughton, in imitation of that great genius Hoy, 
might oblige the public with a Treatife on the Fift, and 
Calculations for laying the Odds at any Match of Boxing. 
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